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What’s Been Going On? 
 

RiverRoots Festival & Paddleboat Cruise 
Sunday, October 12th, the Ohio River  
 

     The Historical Society reserved the Anson Northrup paddleboat 
for lunch and a scenic cruise along the Ohio River. It was a 
beautiful, warm, and sunny day.  
     The festivities of the River Roots Festival, along with the many 
other paddleboats, were quite a sight to see. The boats varied in 
shape and size and had traveled from far and near—from Minneapolis to New Orleans! 
     The accommodations aboard the Anson Northrup were comfortable and spacious, allowing for 
gatherings on the front and rear decks, conversations over lunch, and an overall convivial outing. It was 
a truly delightful afternoon!  
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     Keeping Indian Hill’s 

     Past and Present Alive  

       for Tomorrow 

  Suzanne & Tiger Kite, Helene Bentley,  Enjoying the cruise!              Javier Felipe-Morales, Karen Blackburn, 
             Bill Hopple, Jim Silver                 Ellen & Garrett Jackson 

            The Schwartz clan               The Robichaud crew   The Ballard family 
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4th Annual Authors Series with Akhil Reed Amar 
Thursday, October 23rd, Cincinnati Country Day School, Keeler Theater 
 

The U.S. Constitution has evolved since 1788, shaped by debates over birthright 
citizenship and equal rights—ideals rooted in the Declaration of Independence. 
Leaders like Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, and Harriet Beecher Stowe helped 
reimagine these principles through debates, protests, and reforms. 

Author Akhil Reed Amar, a Sterling Professor of Law and Political Science at Yale 
Law School, is one of the nation’s foremost constitutional scholars. He has earned 
national honors, advised Congress, and been cited in over 50 Supreme Court cases by Justices across the 
political spectrum. During his visit to Cincinnati, he met with students at Cincinnati Country Day School 
and Indian Hill High School, as well as the wider community, to share ideas from his new book, Born 
Equal: Remaking America’s Constitution, 1840-1920. 

The student sessions featured lively discussions on constitutional history and its continuing 
relevance.  At the evening event - free and open to all - attendees had the opportunity to ask their own 
questions about today’s constitutional related issues.   

The day was a unique opportunity to promote history and to gain a deeper understanding of its 
impact and importance in today’s world. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   Meeting with students at CCDS       Akhil Amar, John Armstrong,              Meeting with students at IH High School 
Rob Zimmerman    

 Winners of the Society’s History award                  Evening Q&A Session          Akhil Amar chatting with audience members 
    with Akhil Amar, Kier Smith (l) and 
                 Nathan Chamot (r) 
            

http://www.indianhill.org/
mailto:history@indianhill.org


             Indian Hill Historical Society ~  8100 Given Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45243-1520  Page 3 
513-891-1873 ~ www.indianhill.org ~ history@indianhill.org  

The FBI … Just the Facts with Rob Warfel 
Sunday, November 16th, The Little Red Schoolhouse 
 

     Rob Warfel, retired FBI agent, visited the Little Red Schoolhouse on Sunday, 
November 16th to share perspectives and experiences from his career at the 
agency.   
     He spoke about both national and international cases in which he had been 
involved.  One of the most compelling was his role in the 9/11 crash investigation at the Pentagon, 
where he was stationed nearby at the time.  The pictures and accompanying narrative were especially 
powerful.   
     The event was sold-out, and the attendees greatly enjoyed learning about the FBI and some of Rob’s 
experiences as an agent, as well as the opportunity for social time and a meal after the presentation.  

 
  

 
 
 
 

The Village Christmas Party # 45! 
Sunday, December 7th, The Little Red Schoolhouse 
 

     The Historical Society hosted the 45th Annual Village Christmas Party!  After several days of snow and 
frigid temperatures, the weather warmed and sun shone, making for a perfect day to be outside.  
     Children rushed to greet Santa, who arrived in a festive carriage drawn by a big, gentle draft horse 
from Turner Farm.  In addition to visiting with Santa, children enjoyed a face painter, balloon artist, and 
magician.  Holiday music was provided by Cincinnati Country Day School’s Nighthawks band, adding to 
the cheerful atmosphere.  The array of cookies, candies, eggnog, and punch was enjoyed by all! 

      Ariana Warfel, Gene Gardosi,                Tory Watters, Ed Jacobs, Paula Watters      Ann Bailey, Dani Frappier, Todd Bailey 
   Rob Warfel, Ed & Carole Warfel    

             Eric & Allison Kahn            Ruthann Little, Susan Hunter, Kent Little   Keith Wood & Rebecca Bolce 
           Jodi & Dan Feigelson    Chip Hunter, Linda Parlin 
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! ! 

      The event offered a fun opportunity to visit the Little Red Schoolhouse and gather with friends and 
neighbors to celebrate the holiday season. 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January February March 

  Sunday, 15th, 4:30 p.m., 

Schoolhouse 

The Titans of Finance: 

The Remarkable Civic 

Legacy of the Rowe 

Family with Phillip Long 
 

For 150 years, members of the 
Rowe family played a major role 
in the Cincinnati banking 
community. 

Please note the schedule change from the Annual Mailer 
sent out in July. 

• The March and April programs have swapped dates. 
• The originally scheduled March event was a visit to 

the John Ruthven Gallery in Milford, OH.  This event 
will now be held on April 19th 
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Member News:  4th Quarter, 2025 Updates 
 

Thank you to all the new & renewing members this past quarter! 
 
New Members:
Stephanie Hogue 
Pamela Irvine 

Palmer Karsh 

 
Renewals this quarter:
Jennifer and Harold Angus 
Bonnie Bachman 
Anne & Todd Bailey 
Rebecca Bolce & Keith Wood 
Jane & Mark Burke 
JoAnn Rude Chamberlin 
Jeanne & Rob Champlin 
Sheila Chandran & 
     Brian Murphy 
Mary & Rob Cassidy 
Helen Dupree 
David N. & Ann Early  
     Foundation 
Candace Grafton &  
     Gregg Schuler 
Lisa & Mark Greene 

Raia Hirsch 
Kim & Mike Hoeting 
Sandra & Stephen Joffe 
Diana Jaeger 
Ann & Jon Keeling 
The Ali Kerr family 
Suzanne & Tiger Kite 
Marsha Lindner 
Paula & Bob Lindner 
Mary & Michael McGraw 
Judith Mitchell 
Emily & Greg Pancero 
Stephanie & Keith Rabenold 
Irene & Daniel Randolph 
Buffie & Eppa Rixey 
Janet & Scott Sayre 

Emily Schoeny 
Louise Schomburg 
Sheila & Reed Schroeder 
Melinda & Robert Sherman 
Sarah & Steve Steinman 
Coco & George Taliaferro 
Brenda & Morley Thompson 
Al & Ginny White 
Andrew Wiebold 
Sally & Tony Woodward 
Debbie & Bill Zimmer 
Alison & Jim Zimmerman 
 
 

 

Business Renewals this quarter: 
First Edition Rare Books Indian Hill Neighbors Magazine 

 
 

Interested in becoming a member?  Click here 

 
Please contact the office if you have any questions. 
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Thanks to Our Business Members 
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MICHAEL F. 
GEHRIG 

Attorney 
At Law 

 

ERIC 
HOLZAPFEL 

Attorney 
At Law 

 

 
Mariemont Inn 

Best Western Premier 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

8185 Camargo Rd. 

Doggie 
Day 
Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIAN HILL 
Neighbors 

Magazine 

http://www.indianhill.org/
mailto:history@indianhill.org
http://www.englishrosefloraldesigns.com/
http://www.gehriglaw.com/
http://www.gehriglaw.com/
http://www.gehriglaw.com/
http://www.gehriglaw.com/
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotels-in-cincinnati/best-western-premier-mariemont-inn/propertyCode.36077.html
https://www.sibcycline.com/
https://turnerfarm.org/
https://twpteam.com/
https://thevcollective.com/
https://www.inprintmadeira.com/
https://www.centralbarkusa.com/madeira-indian-hill/
https://www.centralbarkusa.com/madeira-indian-hill/
https://www.daleydb.com/
https://www.centralbarkusa.com/madeira-indian-hill/
https://www.centralbarkusa.com/madeira-indian-hill/
https://www.centralbarkusa.com/madeira-indian-hill/
https://thefirstedition.com/
https://www.countryday.net/
http://designed2sell.com/
https://summermusik.org/
https://rxintegrativesolutions.com/
https://thejuliawesselkampergroup.com/
https://www.historic-ohio.com/
https://www.dinsmore.com/dsd-advisors-llc/
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From the President: 
 

The Story of Camp Dennison Memorial Park 
 
     The Camp Dennison Memorial Park is popular with nature lovers, sports team 
members and their parents, outdoor enthusiasts, fishermen, and dog aficionados.  
It has historic significance.  It was here that the Waldschmidts and early settlers 
established their mill and community in the late 1700s; and in the 1800s, Union 
soldiers used it as a training ground during the Civil War. 
     In 1960 Indian Hill Village acquired a 99-year lease on 75 acres of land along the 

Little Miami River and east of State Route 126.  At that time, the price of $32,000 was worthwhile based 
on the belief at that time that Indian Hill should protect itself from city encroachment by establishing a 
green area around the Village. Until the late 1990s, the land 
remained agricultural.  As sports programs for local youths 
expanded, the need for additional fields became evident. The 
facilities near Livingston Lodge and at Stephan Field were 
overly utilized in both fall and spring. The property in Camp 
Dennison was relatively flat, so it was ideal for the 
development of new recreational fields. 
     The Village engaged Savage, Walker, & Associates to 
prepare a preliminary concept plan in 1996 and held public 
meetings for anyone interested in the project.  Input was 
received from the Recreation Commission, the Camp 
Dennison Civic League, the D.A.R., and interested citizens. 
Because of concerns that the park might become a teenage 
hangout, changes were made in the drawings. Dugouts were eliminated from the baseball fields; the 
service building/restroom had only one light at night; a proposed basketball court was shelved; and the 
walking trail was modified so that pedestrians would be visible at all times.  The revised master plan 
contained 3 baseball/softball fields, 3 soccer fields, a one-mile perimeter walking trial, and a new access 
road on State Route 126, as well as a 200-car parking lot.  A playground for children aged 3-9 was 
installed in 1997. And still there was additional space for expansion in future years. Weather and site 
situations influenced the project. Jeffrey Allen Corporation was the contractor. The park opened for 
soccer mid-September 1997. A formal dedication took place May 23, 1998. Mayor Steve Black’s remarks 
focused on the history of the area, and how the name of the park reflected the community and its past. 
     For years Village staff worked on landscaping, planting trees and shrubs. Benches and spectator 
bleachers were added.  In 2002, Phase II commenced.  A triple use field was created – large enough for 
soccer, football, or lacrosse. A pedestrian bridge was built to access it. A batting cage was added. 
Currently there are fields for lacrosse, baseball, and football. The 28-year-old park is open from dawn to 
one hour after sunset. The Public Works Department maintains the park. It is the largest of all the Village 
parks and is the most heavily used.  
     Many trees have been planted there as gifts to the Reforest the Hill program. An additional 1.4 mile 
walking path with scenic views and a steep incline was added in 2021.  Also, an old walkway was 
widened to allow views of the river. There is a Veteran’s Memorial for Richard “Red” Weaver, a Camp 
Dennison native who died in Vietnam. Visitors and residents enjoy the Camp Dennison Memorial Park 
because of its spaciousness and the variety of outdoor opportunities it offers.  
 
 

 

Red line indicates approximate boundaries. 
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Office News: 
 

      What a year it has been—busy with renovations and maintenance, busy with 
programs and events, and busy with all the behind-the-scenes work that keeps 
the Historical Society thriving. 
     As we reflect on the year, I would like to express the Society’s heartfelt 
appreciation for the continued support of our members and our shared mission: 
“Keeping Indian Hill’s Past and Present Alive for Tomorrow.”  
     Over the past two years, a significant amount of time, energy, and financial 
resources has been dedicated to ensuring that the Little Red Schoolhouse and Buckingham Lodge are 
well maintained.  In addition, producing the many programs and events— many of which have sold 
out—requires a great deal of effort.  Sharing history with you remains central to our mission. 
     None of these accomplishments would be possible without your support. Thank you. 
 
 
Your comments and suggestions are always welcome.  You may contact us through email: 
history@indianhill.org or phone: 513-891-1873. 
 
Happy 2026! 
 

       The Indian Hill Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 

Indian Hill Historical Society Trustees 
 
 

Rosemary Welsh, President 
George Glover, Vice President 
Rosemary Ballard, Secretary 
Don McGraw, Treasurer 
Ginny White, President 
                              Emeritus 

John Armstrong 
Brenda Benzar 
Dani Frappier 
Barbara Hauck 
Susan Holzapfel 
Chip Hunter 
Ed Jacobs 
Allison Kahn 
Greg Kenny 

Ashley Kothegal 
Kent Little 
Doug Manzler 
Michael Muth 
Beth Onthank 
Dan Peters 
Janet Reynolds 
Lois Rust 
Scott Sayre 
 

Office: 
Lawre Bonekemper                             Lindsay McLean                    Trish Krehbiel 

       Administrator    Historian                                       Archivist  

 
Buckingham Lodge 
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